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Summarize special skills and qualifications you have acquired from employment, previous volunteer work, or through other activities. Why would you like to serve on the DCSD Board of Education? Any other comments you would like to provide?

Leah Bliesmer Parker I was a first grade teacher for 9 years in the Littleton Public School District. While I taught, I was a part of the leadership team for several years. 

This team helped steer our school in a new direction which we knew would be more beneficial for our students. I also learned how to talk to and 

help provide a safe environment for those who did not want to make the change. It is definitely not always easy to get everyone on board, but I've 

learned that if you are able to provide that environment where everyone can safely state their views, opinions, and feelings, change will be much 

smoother.

I now have a little baby boy who will one day attend Douglas County Schools and I want to 

make sure this school district is the best it can absolutely be! I know there has been quite a bit 

of turmoil in the district the last few years, but I also know that there is a way to help get 

everyone (teachers, school staff, parents, students, and board members) back on the same 

page working hard together to make the district as strong as it once was. I come from a district 

where everyone works hard together to ensure that each and every student in the district has 

the ability to succeed and that is all I want for this district as well!

I have been extremely fortunate and blessed to become a stay at 

home mom this year. With that being said, I do have quite a bit of 

time on my hands and would love to be able to spend that time 

focusing on something that I am truly passionate about. I would 

love to become a part of the Douglas County School Board to 

help make a difference and to ensure this district is providing the 

absolute best education possible for all students, because they 

deserve...the absolute best!

Gary Colley Parker I have been a resident of Parker, CO since 1985, and a retired Douglas County teacher since 1995. My wife Jeannine is a retired DCSD teacher, 

and both of my sons are graduates of Chaparral HS.  In my career as a public school teacher I have been active not only within my personal 

classrooms, but on district and state level curriculum committees.  I have been a teacher-coach, and trainer of trainers for educators in different 

parts of Colorado, and various parts of the country, including American Samoa.

I have served on the Board of Directors for the United States TaeKwon-Do Federation, USTF Black Belt Testing Board, and numerous educational 

training and instructional development teams.  I was the owner/operator of the Parker TaeKwon-Do School, and served as the Head Coach for the 

United States TaeKwon-Do Team at the International TKD Championships in Regina, Canada.

I have considerable experience dealing with educational issues at the building and district level within the public school systems of Weld County 

School District 6, and Douglas County, Colorado.  In 1979 while teaching in Weld County District 6, I created a teacher image public / awareness 

program called "We Teach The Children" that was implement in multiple states, as well Douglas County in 1987.

I would like to be actively involved in working with the current Board of Directors, as a Board 

Director, in improving the engagement process with the community of Douglas County.  

Strengthening our school system and establishing a high level of trust between all 

stakeholders with our DCSD community, has been a consistent vision of mine since 

addressing the Board in late 2010.

I became actively engaged with the DCSD Board of Education in October of 2010.  At that time 

I felt I had constructive ideas on how to improve the learning environments within the DCSD 

schools.  Through my experience in the initial stages of my involvement with the Board, I have 

gained much insight as to the challenges hindering effective implementation of DCSD policies 

and programs.

These initial comments are merely summary statements for 

submitting the application.  I look forward to a very thorough 

interview process to further demonstrate my qualifications for this 

position.

The interactions I have had with the DCSD Board of Education 

since October of 2010, has shown a consistent position and 

commitment on my part, to effectively engage the diverse 

community of Douglas County, to ascertain where this community 

stands on the critical issues impacting the DCSD.
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SuzAnne Cortright The Pinery I am extremely familiar with Douglas County as I shepherd four children through this public school system. My two eldest children have had the 

opportunity to participate in the Discovery Gifted Program provided from second grade though sixth grade and my two youngest are thriving at our 

neighborhood school, Mountain View Elementary. 

My son, Levi, graduated third in his class from Ponderosa High School in 2012. He is currently a sophomore at the University of Colorado, 

studying mechanical engineering in the College of Engineering in Boulder. He attended school exclusively in Parker from pre-k through the twelfth 

grade. He was prepared for success. LillyAnne is a seventh grader at Sagewood Middle School on the Honor Roll every semester and has had the 

lead in two school plays. Liberty is in the second grade and is the “child every teacher would like to clone.” Legacy is in the first grade and 

experiences the joys of learning every day.

My education looked a bit different from that of my children. My father is an Air Force Academy graduate and served his career in the Air Force. I 

moved all over the country. I was provided with opportunities to learn, not only in the classroom, but also in many locations. He retired in Colorado 

and I graduated from Cherry Creek High School’s, The Cottage. It was an amazing alternative educational program that changed the way I 

approached learning. It set the groundwork for me to soar. After high school, I attended Mesa State College where I served as Dorm President and 

Campus Residence Vice President and studied sociology, psychology, and business development, setting a course for my own business success. 

I graduated from Xenon Hair Institute in 1995 and have been working in this industry ever since. Eleven years ago I became an Artistic Educator 

for MATRIX, the number one product line in America. This allows me to inspire others and train my craft to other talented hair stylists. I own seven 

seas Hair salon on Mainstreet, right in the center of Parker.

Living in Parker for the past seventeen years, I have been committed to serving our community. Throughout the years, I have volunteered on 

various projects at Pine Lane Elementary, Renaissance Expedition Learn Outward Bound School, Mountain View Elementary, Sagewood Middle 

School and Ponderosa High School. My husband and I served on the Safe and Drug Free School Board for over three years. At the time of my 

participation, there was an emphasis on suicide prevention and school safety. We distributed grant money and investigated programs that would 

enhance support for students. This experience was very important to me, as I have lost dear friends to suicide and saw it as a way to make a 

difference.  I lost my daughter Lacey at birth nine years ago. It changed forever my commitment to mothering; my approach is so different from 

what it would have been. As a result, I have helped others struggling with loss by having served as a facilitator for the MISS foundation for three 

years, as the volunteer coordinator for A Walk to Remember, CPNL Host Parent, The Rowan Tree Foundation, and countless other fund raising 

and awareness events. It also made me a far more understanding and committed parent.

Given my life experience, my practical experience, and my involvement in Douglas County and Parker, I believe that I will be an active, vibrant, 

dedicated member of the Douglas County School Board. I bring awareness and energy and thank you for this opportunity.

I would like to serve on the DCSD Board of Education to make a positive impact and serve my 

community through my commitment to students and education.

Thank you again for this opportunity.

Gerald Elwell The Pinery As a retired USAF fighter pilot/military officer, I have had the privilege of working with many different people from various backgrounds.  I have had 

to make decisions in many different areas including budgetary, scheduling, training, personnel, and goal setting.

As a taxpayer in Douglas County and a father of four children who have attended or are 

currently attending school in the district, I feel it is my obligation to ensure that the children in 

this county receive the very best education possible with the resources available.  I feel I can 

best serve this purpose, the students, and the taxpayers of Douglas County as a member of 

the DCSD Board of Education.  Just as I had the privilege of serving the citizens of this great 

nation as a US military officer, I would also like the privilege of serving the students and 

taxpayers of Douglas County as a member of the DCSD Board of Education.
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Shaylee Holland Parker I have been a practicing lawyer since 1997 and have also served on several boards during that time. More specifically, since 2009, the Board of 

Directors of American Academy, a Douglas County charter school, prior to that, the Parent Advisory Board of American Academy (2 years); the 

School Accountability subcommittee of the BOE's Fiscal Oversight Committee (one year).  I have 3 children in the district,all with different skills and 

needs, insight into and experience with which I can share during my service on the BOE.

I read a quote by Pablo Picasso recently that sums up my belief:  "The meaning of life is to find 

your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away."  I would like to serve the District that serves my 

children well and advocate on behalf of children.

Having served in various capacities within the district for the past 

7 years, I am aware of the issues and challenges the BOE faces, 

but I also know that it is moving in a positive and ground breaking 

direction. I couldn't be more pleased with the current leadership.

Dilpreet Jammu Pinery Executive with 25 years of domestic and international, cross-functional experience in operations, business development, strategy, private and 

minority investments, M&A, R&D and new product development.  Direct role in acquisitions, generating revenues, reducing operating expenses, 

and portfolio work-out.  Solid record of quickly transferring skills to ensure profitable outcomes in both start-ups and mature businesses, including 

broadband and telecommunication services.  Experience with both large corporate and small business environment.

Skill Sets Include:

Business definition, start-up, implementation, development, and P&L Management

Strategy formulation and alliance negotiation

Financial analysis, modeling and planning including operational metrics

New business, new product, new service, development and deployment

Private investments and turn-around

Board Development

Why, am I interested in serving on the Board of Education?  Very simply, education has been 

a major part of my life.  Both of my parents were educators (dad physics professor, mom 

masters in education).  From a personal perspective, I believe volunteering within education is 

the best use of my time.  

I was a member of the SAC at Mountain View Elementary for four (4) years and was Chair in 

my final year.  I originally worked with the Long Range Planning Committee (L.R.P.C) in the 

1990's and have been formally engaged with Long Range Planning since 2009.  I am currently 

serving as Vice-Chair.  Given my strategic planning, business and analytical experience, I 

believe I will be able to bring a business and operational perspective to the Board.  Needless 

to say, I know that this will not be instant and I recognize that it will take some time and energy 

on my part to become familiar with the issues.  I am willing to make the effort to become a 

valued member of this team, and I would enjoy donating my time and expertise.
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David Ray Stroh Ranch I have acquired a number of skills from serving as an educator for 30 years.  I taught various elementary grade levels and served as the principal 

for multiple schools.  This wonderful career allowed me to refine many skills including collaboration, communication, research and development, 

fiscal accountability, coaching, problem solving, creativity, people management, community relations, mediation, human development, public 

communication, educational pedagogy, and effective leadership.  I believe this vast knowledge and experience will be very beneficial when serving 

as a school board member.   

I also served on the Parker Planning Commission for several years, providing me with experience and skills in responsive governance.  During this 

time, I assisted with the development of Parker’s master plan, setting the vision for growth, community services and economic development.  This 

experience afforded the opportunity to look beyond the present state of the town and set standards that would provide for a high quality lifestyle for 

all citizens.   Serving as a planning commissioner provided me with the experience of conducting public meetings and open forums.  I certainly see 

parallels to serving as a school board member where there is a balance between responding to public opinion and maintaining goals and 

objectives that support continuous improvement and progress.

My recent focus has been working with community service organizations.  I currently volunteer for Meals on Wheels and InterFaith Community 

Services.  Both organizations focus on assisting those who are less fortunate or need assistance in order to maintain an independent lifestyle.   

While there is great reward in simply serving, I have also had the opportunity to work with an age-group on the opposite end of the continuum from 

my experience as an elementary educator.   This has provided me with a broader perspective and appreciation for how a quality educational 

system is critical for all generations.

I owe Douglas County School district a great deal.  Both of my children received all of their 

formative education through Douglas County Schools (K – 12).  Their success and talents are 

largely due to the wonderful staff that provided them with an incredible experience.  I certainly 

look back upon my career with Douglas County as the wonderful years of my life.  When I 

proudly retired from the District two years ago, I knew that I would never be able to completely 

“sever the tie” from a place that continues to stir great passion within.

Having lived in Parker since 1991, I also have a great deal of pride for this community.  To be 

able to represent this community as their Director on the Board of Education would be a 

tremendous privilege.  I bring with me a historical perspective of the region, as well as a strong 

network of community members that I consider fortunate to be my neighbors.

 

 “Giving back” to a place that has provided my family and me with so much, is certainly much of 

the motivation to serve on the Board.  In addition, I respect the vision that has been set by Dr. 

Fagen and the School Board.  It is a vision that boldly explores ways to engage our youth in 

preparing them for an ever-changing world.  It is also a vision that challenges the status quo of 

how education has been delivered in the past, which allows for creativity and possibility-

thinking.  As a member of the School Board, I can advocate through a first-hand lens of being 

an educator, while also helping those who may be struggling with this shift from past practices.  

Having been a principal in all three regions, I have developed a wide network of colleagues 

and community members who trust me.  I believe this will serve the Board well when validating 

the decision making process.

Although retired, I continue to have a great passion for investing in the development of our 

children and young adults.  Knowing that every decision made at the School Board level has 

an impact on this development can be ominous.  However, it is also the reason for my pursuit 

of this position.  I had the fortunate opportunity to experience how a school changes the lives 

of every student.  Serving on the Board of Education provides the opportunity to secure the 

potential for all students– what an awesome responsibility and reward!

Given the timing for filling this vacancy, the successful candidate 

will need to hit the ground running.  I believe my knowledge of the 

operational intricacies of the District will help make this possible.  I 

also have a solid understanding of school finance from serving on 

the district’s Citizen Budget Committee for several years, along 

with managing individual school budgets.  I would think this 

knowledge to be critical as our district enters the season where 

fiscal priorities are being established for the next school year. 

I also want to acknowledge the challenges that come with serving 

as a Board member.  I recognize that the time commitment goes 

beyond preparing and attending bimonthly meetings.  I have 

entered that “season of life” when committing focused time is 

possible.  I also recognize the emotional challenge that comes 

with being “pioneers of change.”  My career as an educational 

leader has certainly afforded me lots of opportunities to practice 

diplomacy, respect for others, and the ability to remain calm in the 

midst of challenging times.

It is for these reasons that I look forward to the possibility of 

serving as the School Board Director for District F and dedicating 

to the noble cause of our children’s education.
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Richard Robbins Parker/Elbert County My skills and qualifications come from my 20 years of service with the United States Air Force and my 18 years of continuous involvement with my 

children’s education while relocating with the military.  With all of my military moves, I was allowed the opportunity to have volunteered and been 

active in many educational organizations in Illinois, California, and Colorado.  The last 10 years in Colorado, I have served on the School 

Accountability Committees at Pine Lane Intermediate, Sierra Middle School, Chaparral High School, and Legend High School.  I was the District 

Accountability Liaison while at Legend high School.  I have also served on the Douglas County School District School Accountability Committee 

(2010-2012).  

     I have gained a tremendous amount of leadership and management skills from my military experiences.  My leadership and management skills 

continue to grow as a supervisor with UPS Freight.  I am also increasing my skills via my Masters Degree in Organizational Leadership with a 

certificate in executive leadership from Regis University where I will graduate in the Spring of 2015.

My dedication and passion has always been the education of our children.  The Douglas 

County School District Board of Education is one way I can give back to the great public 

education my children received while attending school here.  I want to be the voice for 

accountability the public can count on.  I want to have the opportunity for our children to have 

the best education possible.  I want my daughter to have the choice on where the best fit is for 

my grandson to attend school, based on his needs.  I want my step-daughters to feel free to 

talk to me about any of their teachers or administrators, good or bad.  I want them to know I will 

make every effort possible to hold our public educators and administrators accountable for 

their actions and teachings.  I want the public to know the school board has a member that is 

approachable.  I will answer their questions with respect and dignity.  If I don’t know the 

answer, I will get them an answer or get them in touch with the person who has the answer.  I 

want to be an advocate for public education and parental choice.  I want to be an advocate for 

parental involvement in their child’s education.  Education is my passion!

With my extensive leadership and management skills, I hope to 

have the opportunity to help Douglas County School District 

continue on the path of educational excellence.  I want to help 

lead and develop our future leaders of this country to be 

innovators, critical thinkers, communicators, and especially the 

best young men and women they can be.  I want to help Dr. 

Fagen implement the best 21st century learning skills possible.  I 

want to be part of the team of innovators who not only the country 

looks to for educational reform, but the world looks to.  As a team, 

we will make this happen!

Mary Strain Pinery, Parker As a former elementary teacher with over 23 years of experience, I have first-hand knowledge of school systems, classroom teaching, and 

educational successes and challenges.  I taught in both public and private schools.  I taught in military communities where families were separated 

by war, deployments, and transfers.  I taught first grade in a small religious school with 35 eager students all to myself and no classroom aids or 

outside help.  I taught in a migrant community where most of the students were not fluent in English.  The last 10 ½ years of my teaching career 

was in Douglas County.  I had the honor and privilege to teach 3rd grade at Mountain View Elementary.  Through all of these rich and varied 

experiences I have become resilient, adaptable, and creative. I have gained the ability to recognize problems I can solve and most importantly, 

learned to collaborate with my peers to find solutions when I need help.

Since leaving full-time teaching I have substitute taught in the district and administered AP exams at a DCSD high school. I am currently a 

community member and DAC liaison of the SAC at my neighborhood school.   I regularly attend Board of Education meetings.  These activities 

keep me informed and up to date with the new initiatives in education, new state laws directly impacting education, and the monetary challenges 

brought on by a recession and reduced funding.  I am informed, involved, and interested in the district’s effort to educate each and every one of 

our students.

I believe deeply in public education.  I believe deeply in the education process for all children 

and have spent my career living that belief.   I have resided in Douglas County for over 21 

years and would bring to this board my unique perspective.  I can view our school district with a 

more global, reflective awareness.  Based on my experiences as a teacher, parent, and 

grandparent, I recognize, and am fully aware of the importance and impact that board 

decisions have on our community, our children and the future for all of us, young and old.

My vast experience as a teacher would add an additional and important perspective to the 

Board and I would be honored to serve our community and Douglas County School District.
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Franceen Thompson Parker I bring leadership experience through the various committees I have had the opportunity to serve on.  Over the years I have built numerous 

relationships with individuals and groups within Douglas County School District.  I support and advocate for school reforms and fiscally 

conservative principles within the school district.  

I spent 11 years as a stay-at-home mom raising my children and volunteering in my community.  Prior to being a stay-at-home mom, I was a loan 

officer at a credit union.  I developed the ability to listen to individuals in order to know how to help them.  I also learned the importance of 

relationship building with members of the community.  After being home for 11 years, I faced the challenge of reentering the workforce and now 

work as a government contractor at the US Fish and Wildlife Service’s Denver Operations Office.  

	

VOLUNTEER WORK

•	Served as Chair of the District Accountability Committee for Douglas    County School District

•	Served as Vice Chair of the Douglas County School District Fiscal Oversight Committee

•	Served on Legacy Point Elementary, Sagewood Middle School and STEM High School Accountability Committees

•	Served on Sagewood Middle School PTA

•	Served on Legacy Point Elementary Learning Enrichment Team (PTA)

•	Volunteered numerous hours in my children’s classrooms and schools

•	Volunteered for DougCo Champions for Kids, an organization which advocates for school reform

•	Participated on a superintendent interview committee when the Douglas County School District was looking to hire a new superintendent. 

•	Served on the Douglas County School District’s School Choice Task Force

•	Appointed by former Speaker of the House Mike May to serve on the HB 1412 Charter School and Authorizing Commission

•	Served as Chair of Douglas County Community Development Block Grant Advisory Board

Education

Texas Tech University	

Masters Degree in Business Administration 	

Lubbock Christian University	

Bachelor of Science, Finance

I am a mom with two children in the school district and have an interest in not only their 

education but also in the education of all Douglas County students.  I believe our district is 

paving a path of excellence within our state, and serving as a model for other school districts to 

follow.  I want to be part of the leadership that ensures the reforms previous boards have put in 

place stay in place while continuing to improve them so that they are even more effective.  I 

have an excellent understanding of the direction the board wants to go; not only from attending 

school board meetings over the past 4 years, but also from being actively engaged in the 

school district community.  As a board member, I will act in the best interests of students, 

teachers and taxpayers in Douglas County.

Raymond Varela Parker I am currently a Software Specialist and have worked for Avaya Inc. for the past 19 years. In my current position I work as a technical engineer 

installing new communications systems. Through Avaya I volunteered in the Douglas County school system sharing my work related expertise with 

elementary school students. My relevant experience includes leading middle and high school youth groups and leading a youth camp through my 

local church group. I have also coached little league baseball through Highlands Ranch Metro Districts.

I believe that children are our future, and care and consideration must be given to the 

education they receive to insure a productive and healthy future for us all. As a resident in 

Douglas County for the past fifteen years I desire to make a difference in my community. 

Serving on the Douglas County School Board would be an honor and a privilege.

Please contact me for any further information you may need. I 

appreciate your time and consideration.
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